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Direct Loans 

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm 
operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm. FSA 
loan officers process, approve and service direct 
loans.   

Direct farm operating loans can be used to 
purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, 
fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other costs 
including family living expenses. Operating loans 
can also be used to finance minor improvements 
or repairs to buildings and to refinance some 
farm-related debts, excluding real estate.   

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to 
purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, 
construct and repair buildings, and to make farm 
improvements.   

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm 
ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a 
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John Devine 

Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation 
or county at 
offices.usda.gov. 

  

down payment is not required. Repayment terms 
vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and 
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 
years.   

Please contact your local FSA office for more 
information or to apply for a direct farm ownership 
or operating loan.  

 

Guaranteed Loan Program 

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide 
agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers 
apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and 
the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can 
guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal 
and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be 
used for both farm ownership and operating 
purposes.    

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to 
purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water 
conservation or to refinance debt.   

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to 
purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, 
fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other 
operating expenses.   

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating 
loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the 
producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 
years.   

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan 
office for more information on guaranteed loans.  

 

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms.   
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While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 

FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to 
provide farmers with remote access to their personal farm information using their home computers. 
Farmers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all without visiting an FSA county 
office.  

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA 
data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program 
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field 
boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and membership interest 
and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and 
allow operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can 
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer.  

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This 
level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be 
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting 
your local FSA office to finalize access.  

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office. 
To find your local FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Double-Cropping 

Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee 
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.   

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and 
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a 
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the 
county committee must be approved by the state committee.   

Double-cropping is approved in Massachusetts on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local 
FSA Office for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.    
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A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double 
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.  

 

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 

Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income 
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the 
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.    

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross 
income provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm 
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2015 LDPs 
and Market Gains and will be issuing potential 2015 ARC/PLC payments in October.  

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015 and 2016. Unlike the past, producers must have the CCC-
941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 

Reporting Organic Crops 

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price 
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.   

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.  

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a 
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:  

 name of certified individuals 

 address 

 telephone number 

 effective date of certification 

 certificate number 

 list of commodities certified 

 name and address of certifying agent 

 a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer 
zone acreage   

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from 
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written 
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of 
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.  

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Breaking New Ground 

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.   

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.    

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits.   

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary.    

 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address 
or zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. 
Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be 
reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to 
timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their 
CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.  

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.    

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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